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Genrlemen, 


% t : 3 4M very ſenſible that it is too great an 


Duty therein exprejs 


= ®. Hongur-which, is dane mg, & the general, Appro- 
Tr bation which this plajn Diſcogy;] met with fi ren von, 
aul am-willing ta. conclude that your defire to have 


it made publick, proceeds from your zealous Acknaw- 
ſt 


ledgments of the need 


ty of practiſing the great 
— 7 Mhen * 
tion was firſt made that I ſhould be deſir d to preach 
| before you, I was very willing to comply with hour 
Regueſt; and if I have in ſo doing contributed any 
Ways to your ſpiritual Advantage, and have been 
ſerviceable ta you in reſpect of the greateſt Concery, 
have all the Reaſon in the World to look upon the 
time I ſpent with you, well employ d, and ſhall ever 
reckon it as honourable a Task te beſtow my Labour, 
In aPriſon, upon diſtreſſed Captives, as in a Pallace 
on a more ſplendid Audience. 
Aud if the World ſhall receive this Diſcourſe, now 
. "tis Printed; hut as favourably as. you did, when it 
was. Preach d, the Pains which T have beſtow'd upon 
i, will be ſufficiently Rewarded ; and if any. good | 
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* accrue thereby, it muſt chiefly be owing to your | "i 


gaad Intentions, who. are willing that others fbould, 

as well as you, be Partakers of the Benefit of Cad 

moſt Holy Word, by receiving it into a Sincere 
and an Honeſt Heart. i 


hz, 


your moſt Affectionate Freind, | 
and Obliged Humble Servant, 
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Search the Scriptures. Jo. v. Ver. 39. 


— can 


TY che Scriprures here in the Text, we are't6 
underſtand the Writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment,. on which rhe Fews ſo much. depended, 


and believ'd, that through the performance of the 


Moſaical Precepts, they ſhould have Eternal Life. 
Out Saviour in this Place, bids them ſearch into em, 


and upon a due Examination they ſhould find all the 


Prophecies and Types therein contained, fulfil'd in 
him, and that all the Promiſes of Life therein made, 
have an Aſpect on Him, the Grear Author and Giver 


of Life. Bur alas! the Worſhip of God preſcrib'd by . 


the Law in the Old Teſtament, was cheifly External 
and Ceremonial, and was very Expenſive, as it con- 


ſiſted of an innumetable Company of Sacrifices and 
Oblations. This at beſt was but a ſhadow of far 


better things to come, which ſhoald Commence in the 
World, upon the Birth of Chriſt, and moſt of the Pro- 
miſes of it were Temporal and Confin'd to this Life. 


If cherefore (as we may Reaſonably do) we take 


the. Word Seriptures in a larger and more comprehen- 
five: Senſe, we muſt include therein the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and the Writings of his Apoſtles, wherein an 


Internal and Spiritual Obedience is Enjoyn'd, and the 
|  Mocives thereunto are far mote engaging and power⸗ 
kul, than all that has been ſuggeſted by Moſes and 


the Prophets. In this Latitude therefore. 


I. F ſhall confider the great Uſefulneſs and Ex- i 


cellencyof the Holy Scriptures. And then, 


II. I ſhall in ſeveral Inſtances ſhow how our Valus 
and Eſteem for them ought ro be Exercis d and Ex- 
preſs d, and in my Exortations to you, for to ſearch 
them, . ſhall give you ſome ſhort Directions. 


Lam to conſider the great Uſefulneſs and Excellene 


of the Holy. Scriptures. And this will appear if we 


conſider thati n theſe Bleſſed Writings, we make new 
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and large Diſcoveries of the Divine Beauties and Per. 


fections; view a Glorious Portraicture of our Maker, 


accquaint our ſelves with che molt perfect Being, and 


— i 


have as clear a Manifeſtation of his Glorious Attri. 


butes, as we are capable of accquiring in this Mortal 


State. Sure it cannot bur be entertaining to a Rational 


Creature, to contemplate on the Works of its great 


TCreatour, to obſerve one while his Juſtice, at other 


times his, Mercy, then ro Admire his Wiſdom, and 
to Praiſe him for his Goodneſs. Here are we furniſh'd 


with the bright and ſhining Examples of many Pious | 


and Devout Men, who extremely delighted in Praiſing 
God, and in having a Comfortable Intercourfe with 
him. And tho the Tongues of Men, or of Angels, 
are unable ro expreſs the noble Acts of the Lord, 
or ſhow forth all his Praiſe, yet we have here a Rich 


Magazine of Expreſſions, which are very ſeaſonable 


and proper for us to uſe in all our Thankſgivings: 
Here are Hymns and Anthems, and Songs of Triumph, 


and how conceited ſoever ſome Perſons may be of 


their own Wit and Parts, no Book is able to inſpire 


them with a more greatful - Senſe of God's love and 


goodneſs, or direct them to Praiſe him after a nobler 
Manner. f „„ 9 8 


Here are we taught to truſt in the living God, to 


receive Evil as well as Good at his Hands, to depend 
upon him for the Neceſſaries as well as Conveniencies 
of this Life, and the, hopes of a better, to implore 
his ſuccour in all our Straits and Exigencies, to be- 
ſeech him to remove from us all hurtful things, and 
Here have we a Deſcription of the Tranſcendent 


love of God to the vileſt and moſt Abject of Creatures. 


Here as much of the Miraclous Work of our Re- 


demption as Human fight can bear, is expos'd ro our 


view, and propos d as worthy of our moſt ſerious 


" wi 


to give us all thoſe things which be profitable for 
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4 Here we behold Gif w we can behold ? or confider with i 
out ſhedding Rivers of Tears) the unſpeakable Con- 
I deſcenſion of a ne Saviour, who tho he thought 
| #t no robbery to be equal with God, took upon him the 
| form of -a Servant, aud became obedient unto death, 
| | even the death of the croſs, Phil. ch. 2. Here are re- 
| preſented unto us thoſe Emblems of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which he commands us frequently 
to be Partakers of in Commemoration of his Suffer- 
ings, and ſays upon the Inſtitution of chis Sacrament, 
Do this in remembrance of me, Luke 22. 19. Here 
alſo is ſer forth the neceſlity of that other Sacrament: | 
Baptiſm, which is a Token of Regeneration or a 
new Birth, a cleanſing and waſhing from the Pollutions 
of Sin. This we have our blefſed Lord's command 
for, when he bids his Diſciples go and teach all Nations, 
 Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the Son, and | 
_ the Holy Ghoſt, Math. 28. 19. 
| Here have we a moſt noble Employment for our 
Minds to ſtudy the will of God, and reflect upon 
the Reaſonableneſs and Excellency of thoſe wile 
ö Laws by which he governs the Univerſe. 
Buch great delight had Holy David, in the Study 
of theſe Laws, that Day and Night he meditated up- 
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on them, and made it the Character of his bleſſed e 
Man fo to do. + He defir'd them more than Gold, yea” © 
„ than fine Gold, they were ſweeter unto him than Honey, 


| or the Honey Cont, Plal. 19. 10. Intimating by theſe 
+ Elegant Expreſſions, that in the happy Effects which 


1 they are fitted to have upon us, and the great Ad- 
vantages which we may derive from them, they are 
the | of more uſe to us, and yeild more real Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, then all the ſenſual Enjoyments and De- 


| lights of this Tranſitory World. 
5 And if he in his Time could ſet ſuch a Value upon 
dhe Sacred Writings, and give them ſo large an En- 
comium, when many of thoſe great Things which are 
| 1 * and WL made knoyn to us, were bur 

* n ſparingly 


S 


_ acquainred with the whole Council of God, as far as 
it concerns us, and do know all thoſe things which be- 


Tong to our Peace. E 


Do we ſeek after Knowledge, hither we may come 


and - quench our thirſt at this Sacred 2 from 
whence flow the Streams of the ſublimeſt Wiſdom ? 
Do we want to know what our Duty is, here are 


we inſtructed how to behave our ſelves towards that 


Glorious and Eternal Being, whom if we endeavour 


ſincerely to ſerve and pleaſe here, we ſhall ſee him 


Face to Face, and dwell for ever with him hereafter ? 
Do we defirc to know what Obedience we muſt pay 
unto our | Neighbour, here the practice of all thoſe 
Chriſtian Graces and Virtues, which may promote 
Peace, Unity, Truth and Righteouſneſs among Men, 
is injoyn'd us 2 He hath. ſhewed thee O Man ! what is 
good; for what does the Lord require of thee, but to 


da Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk bumbly with thy 
God, Micha. 6.8. rp a HS 


The Holy Scripture, our Excellent Church declares 


in her 6rh Article, contains all Things neceſſary to 


Salvation, ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, or 
may be prov'd thence, is not requird of any Man, that it 


ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, or be thought 


: requiſite and neceſſary to Salvation. Theſe therefore (as 
St. Paul ſaith, 2 Tim. 3. 17.) are able to make the Man of 
God perfect. thronghls furniſh'd to every good Work, Here all 
that is Wiſe and Good, all that is agreeable to right Reaſon, 
and fit for us to do, all that is productive of our preſent or 
future Happineſs, is propos d to our practice, and all that 


is abſur'd and irrational, all that is impure, all that is of : 
ill report, all thar is misbecoming the Dignity of our 


Nacures, and the Nobleneſs of our Profeſſion, all that is a 


7 * = g þ . - 
hindrance to the welfare either of our Souls or Bodies, is 


ſtrictly forbidden. 


* Tr 


The utmoſt perfection of all Virtue, which the Heathen 
Philoſophers by the light of unguided Nature could never 
attain to, is here delineated by the ſublimeſt Rules of 


; — ö n 
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patingly and obſcurely reveal'd ; how much mare 
ought we to prize them in thele' our Days, who are 


— * 


” 


all Holy Living. Tis the piculiar Exeelſeny of theſe 
Divine Writings, te lay a ſtreſs upon all dur Thoughts as 
well as dur Words and Works; to curb all on vicious In- 
clinations, ind regulate every Motion of ou Souls, and 
that for this very Reaſon, (as the Author to the Hebrew? 
| obſerves, Chap. 4. 12t) Becauſe God is a diſcoverer f ths 
thoughts and intents of the Heart, or (as St. Paai peaks, Rom. 
2. 76.) God ſhall judge the ſtcrers of Men by Feaſts Chriſt; ac- 
cording to bis Goſpel. Bs p nh 
Sad knows us far better than we do our ſelves, and has 
therefore wiſely ſuited his Laws to the Nature of thofe 
beings which are to be govern' d by them, and if we well 
| obſerve them, we ſhall find them exactly oppoſite to alt 
the Extravagancies of our Minds, to thoſe Lutfts;Humours,; * 
_ ey Intereſts, by which we are too frequently 

A 5 r | | 
And indeed had not God had a peculiar Regard to our 
moſt ſecret Imaginations, as well as our outward Acti- 


| ons, the Scriptures would not have been a perfect Scheme 


for Example of Life and Inftruftions in Manners, as they 
muſt now be confeſgd to be; or had they given any check 
to thoſe Luſtswhich was in our Members, which pollute 
thoſe Bodies which ſhould be Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and render thoſe Souls impure, which are deſign d for thoſe 
purer Regions of Bliſs and Glory, which no unclean Spi- 
rits can ever enter. Here therefore we may learn to cure 
all our fond Errours and Defe&s, to triumph over the moſt 
alluring Temptations, and poſleſs our ſelves of all noble 
and excellent Qualities - | 1 855 
Here we have many great and ſignal Inſtances of God's 
Diſpleaſure agaitift Sin, and of thoſe terrible Judgments 
which have been brought upon the World by it, and have 
ear Examples of Piety and Faith in God fet before us. 
briſt himſelf, the great Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
of whom the World was not worthy, has made the eaſieſt 
and moſt perſpicuous Comment upon the ſeemingly hard | 
and auſtere Injunctions of his Goſpel, and has by his own _} 
_ Self-denial, Humility, Meekneſs, Charity and Patience, 
by a noble and generous Contempt of the World, and the 
Glories of it, left us an Exampte that we ſhould follow 
his Steps, and has commanded us to do and ſuffer nothing 
but what he ig our Nature did before us. 5 
V ))VVFC˙ CCTV 
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us Comfort and Eaſe under all our Calamities and Trou- 


OP Matth. 1 1. 28. 


bles. Come hither all ye that are weary and heavy laden (faith. 


our Blefſed Saviour) and ye ſhall find reſt unto your Souls, 
Come hither you.Sons and Daughters of Affliction, 


learn to bear your Sufferings with Submiſſion and Patience; 


kiſs the Rod which Chaſtiſes you, learn here to be thank- 


ſul for the Corrections of your Heavenly Father, and look 


upon them either as Tryals of your Sincerity, or Marks 


of his Love and Favour, who can make your light Afflicti- 


ons, which are but for a Moment, to work for you a far 


more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
Come hither all you that are Revibd and Perſecuted 


— 


for Righteouſneſs ſake, faint not in your Minds; nor caſt 


off your Care from God, but rejoics and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven, Matth: 5. 12. 
Come hither all you that Murmur at the ſeemingly une- 
qual Diſpenſations of Providence, be ſenfible that your 
_ preſent ſcanty Enjoyments, as unthankful as you are for 


them, are more than you deſerve, and learn hence what 


ſoever State you are in, therewith to be content, Phil. 


4. . | 8 : | 3 
Come hither all you that are Sick, and that daily labour 


under many bodily Infirmities and Diſeaſes, and learn 


hence that God will give you all needful ſupports under 


I light and joy to the Oppreſſed and Sorrowful, and 


them, and cauſethoſe Bones which now are broken, here- 
after co Kejoice, will Sanctifie unto you all your Weak- 


neſs and Imperfections, and turn them into. far greater 
Bleflings than you can either Deſire or Deſerve. _ 

© This is the comfortable Language of theſe Sacred 
Writings, which will Raiſe our drooping Spirits, give 
freſh Recruits to the Faint and Feeble ; Adminiſter De- 


give vigour and ſecurity to all. Here then let us liſten 


brighe Crown which is prepar'd for all theſe who with- - 


unto God, who often ſpeaks to his Afflicted and Diſtreſſed 
Qreatures, and bids them look up to Heaven; and ſee that 


our murmuring and diſtruſt, ſet eaſy under the Changes 


Ds 5 Chances of this Mortal Life. But above all, here let 

es our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who Deſpis d ng 

de and Declin'd no Sufferings, for the joy that was 

5 . „ ns. ſet 
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= I. The wholſome Rules of this Divine Book, reach to 
all the Circumſtances and Conditions of Life, and give 
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ſet before him; here let us ſee and imitate him at the head 

of the Gloriqus Company of che Apoſtles, the goodly 
Fellowſhip of the Prophets, and the noble Army of 

J 5 8 


Let me more eſpecially (and deſpiſe not I beſeech you 


my Labour of Love) exhort you to have due Senſe of 


_ God's Afflicting Hand which is now upon you, as alſo of 


the great Uſefulneſs and Excellency of the Holy Scriptures, * 
which Accommodate themfelves to your preſerit Circum- 


| ſtances. You are here chearfully Aſſembl'd in God's 
| Houſe for his-Service, and Happy is it for you that you 
| have his moſt Holy Word Read ind Preach'd to you. 


ur Captivity will be matter of Triumph, and your 


Chains will ſet eafy, if you (as theſe Holy Scriptures ad- 
viſe) bear your preſent Troubles with Patience and Re- 


ſignation to the Divine Will. Accquaint your ſelves then 
with God and his moſt Holy Word, delight in his Statutes, 


and turn your Feet unto his Teſtimonies. Seet you after 


God (ſaith David) and your Soul ſhall live; for-the Lord heareth 


|| rhe Poor and deſpiſeth not bis Priſoners, Pal. 69. TY Believe 
me (my Chriſtian Brethren) Religion is the be 


ſupport 
for troubl'd Minds, and a Priſon tho? it is not a proper 
place for ſenſual Joys, yet will it (if tis nat abus d) furniſn 
your Souls with many Raviſhing and ſpiritual Delights. 


Tho'you are confin'd,you have at the ſame time by the free 


Exerciſe of your Religion, the glorious Liberty of the 


Sons of God, who will cauſe light out of darkneſs to 


ariſe to all thoſe who delight in him; will ſhortly put an 


end to all your Sorrows, wipe all Tears forever from your 


Eyes, and raiſe you far above the Storms of a miſerable 


World. You will then with pleaſure look back upon your 
Impriſonment, and Rejoice in that you. have been thus 
Afflicted. Inſtead then of murmuring at the good Pro- 
vidence of God, who knows far better than you do your 
ſelves, . what is moſt convenient for you, in Patience 


poſſeſs you your Souls, inſtead of Riot and Excels, or 
drowning the Senſe ot your Condition with the fumes 


of Wine and ſtrong Drink, inſtead of diverting, that 


Melancholly which ſhould turn to a good Accouut; be 
Converſant with the Holy Scriptures, and Read them with 


inward Satisfaction. They will (as J hope you will all by 


Experience find) compoſe the jarrings of your tumultuous 


Paſſions, teach you to correct your former Errors, to 
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 Repent off, and be ſorry for them, a 
to dome cauſe you to yeild a more perfect Obedience to 
| your God, and to be leſs offenſive in every reſpect to your 
Chriſtian Neighbours and Brethre en. 
III. The great Uſefulneſs and Excellency of the Holy 
Seriptures, will further appear, if we conſider that we have 
therein the moſt — 2 Motives and Encouragements, 


to keep our ſelves ſtedfaſt in the Pactice of our Duty as 


can poſſibly be afforded. The Practice of Virtue indeed 
enſutes to us many great and valuable temporal. Beffings, 
ſuch as Health, long Life, caſe of Mind, and the eſteem of 
the World. Length of days (faith Solomon) is in ber right band, 


And ii ber left hand are Riches' and Honour, her ways areguays of 
leaſantneſe, and all her paths are Peace, Prov. 3. 16. 17. But 
eaſt cheſe Conſiderations which to a. Rational Creature 


might ſeem weighty enough, ſhould be thought but 


lender Exncouragements' for Men to deny themſelves, and 


mortiſy their darling Luſts and Affections; Chriſt who has 
cad us to Glory and Virtue by the knowledge of him- 
_ lelt, has given to us exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſcs, that we may be made Partakers of the Divine Na- 


ture; baving eſcopd the Corruption that is in the World through 


Ius, and that an Entrance may be Miniſtred to us a- 
bundantly in his everlaſting Kingdom, 2 Per. x Chap. 3. 4. 


By thy Fudements (faith the Royal Pfſelmiſt) is thy Servant 


targbi, and in keeping them there is great Reward, Pſal. 19. II. 


And the Author to the Hebrews, Chap. 11. 6. Says, that 


God is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, and St. Paul, 
1 Tim. 4.8. Seis, that godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 


having the Promiſes of the Life that now is, and that which bs to. 


—_—, - OE 
When this World and the Faſhion of it which ſoon 
paſſes away, ſhall be at an End; we ſhall ( theſe Scrip- 


tures tell us)enter upon a State of perfect joy and Felicity, 


as à reward of our Obedience here below, conſort with 
. kind, ex and glorify'd Spirits, and enjoy God who 
is the Fountain of all Perfection, the trueſt Object of our 
 Defifes, and the Compretion of all our Happineſs. We 
Thall (they affure us) be advanc'd to che highett honour and 


the greateſt Glory that a Ge d of infinite power and good- 
| neſs can advance us to, and have nothing more to deſire 
or wiſh for than what we ſhall then enjoy. Ard certainly 

if the Glories of the other World as they are deliver d 


2 


— 


„% * 
„ if 


( 


* 


Admiration and Joy, ar induce us chearfully to adorn che 
Doctrine of our Saviour in all Things, no meaner Con- 
ſideration can: If the Thoughts of being far erer Happy 
both in our Souls and Bodies, can have no Effect upon us, 
I ſhall much wonder if any thing elſe ſhould. On the 
other hand as eternal Bliſs in Reverſion is made over to all 
them that love God, ſo are dreadful Threatnings and Pro- 
miſes of endleſs Woe and Miſery, in many places De- 


uc us in the a Jo, or ing cannot fill our Mind Wwüh 


} nounc'd againſt the Sin and Diſobedience of thoſe that 


hate him, whoſe approaching Doom is deſcribed by thoſe; 
Things which are apt to be moſt Terrifying to Human 


1 Nature; . ſuch as Death and Deſtruction, a lake of Fire 


and Brimſtone, everlaſting Fire, wrath Eternal, outer 
Darkneſs, a Worm that never Dyes, &c. and as ſoberly 
as all wiſe and good Chriſtians ought to think of theſe 
Things, too mauy are apt to look upon them as airy 


|, Speculations, fit only to be diſcours d off to Children and 


Fools, and not to thoſe bright Sparks who ſet up for 
Maſters af Wit and Reaſon, and who have Notions too 
refin'd, and a, Faith too faſhionable to give Credit to 

any thing that is lookt upon to be out of Date. os 
Vet certainly no other Book in the World furniſhes us 

with ſuch ſtrong Arguments againſt Sin, as this does; no 
other Book ſo paſſionately diſwades- us from all thoſe - 
vicious Courſes which if perſiſted in, will be our Ruin: 

No other Book ſo well deſcribes and makes known 'u 

us the Terrours of the Lord, or awakens us into a Senſe 


of our Guile and Danger. | 


And if when Sinners conſider that the everlaſting Wrath 


|. of an angry and offended God, ſhall aſſuredly (as theſe 


bleſſed Wricings inform us) be reveal'd againſt all Un 
righteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men, if they can quietly 
throw off all Dread and Fear of their future Puniſhmene, 


can reach or Affect them? What can melt or ſoften thetc 
flinty and obdurate Hearts, or make them leave and for- 


| dure but for 4 Seaſon? Thus have I fury 1 hope ſhewn 
or the great. Uſefulneſs and Excellency of the Holy , 
 cripture, I ſhall now proceed to my, 1 


* 
* 


which muſt be excreamly Miſerable both in its Degree anld 
: | its Duration, Good God! Waat can reclaim them? What 


lake thoſe deſtructive Vices, the Pleaſures of which en- 


II. General Head, wiz. to ſhow you how our Value 


| | | | Jucce, 
and Efteem for them ought to be exercis d and expreſsd, a 
and in my Exortations to yon for to ſearch them, ſhall wall 
give you ſome ſhort Directions. We muſt Read them = 
frequently, and induſtriouſly accquaint our ſelves with the Pei 
moſt important Paſſages therein contain'd; which the 4 
more we are converſant with, the more eaſie and farailiar of c 
will they be to us, and the greater improvement we ſhall der 
- happily derive from them. But for a Man to proſtitnte We 
his Reaſon and Conſcience to the vileſt and moſt igno- of 
minious Practices, is ſomewhat unacountable, and inſtead of | 
of taking a delight in Reading and Meditation upon the GC 
Law of the Lord, which is able to convert his Soul, and | ©: 
make him wiſe. unto Salvation; for him to rake in a Sink 7 
of Ribbaldry and Folly, Immorality and Atheiſm, and || re: 
turn over with. Pleaſure and Satisfaction thoſe nauſeous w. 
| Books which poiſon his Soul, miſlead his Judgment, cor- e 
rupt his Principles, taint his Morals, influence his Practice, i 0 
and involve Thouſands in the ſame unhappy Circum- |, 
ſtances, is a Conſideration ſo ſurpriſing and yet ſo Mel- w 
ancholly that I could willingly paſs it over; did not the 6 
over-ruling Examples of the wicked Age in which we Fe 
live, naturally lead me to it. | « 
here are too many I know that look upon the Bible 'F 
-. Whichisthenobleſt TreaſureGod:could put into our Hands, - 
do be a very dull and inſipid Book, and for many Weeks, p 
Months, nay Years, (it is to be fear d). afford no part of , 
their Time for the peruſal of it. A Debauch'd Play or a; ] 
Libel, they will ſuffer to engroſs their precious Moments, 


they will have fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, and care not for gathering any Fruit from this 
Tree of Heavenly Knowledge. os or nn: WE } 
his you will ſay is far from expreſſing that juſt Eſteem J 
and Value which they ought to have for the Holy Scrip- 
tures, this is far (as Soloman Adviſes) from incliuing their | 
Ears to Wiſdom,” or appling their Hearts unto underſtanding, far | 
from ſceking it as, fer Silver, and digging for it as for hidden q 
Tre:ſure, Prov. 2. 2. 4, Verſes. Not to take notice of 
God's Laws is a great Affront to him, who is the wiſe 
. Law-giver, an indignity put upon that Sovereign Lord 
who is to rule us, and that great Maſter who is to inſtruct us. 
' Whereas we muſt Meditate (ſays. Joſhua, 1. Chap. 8. Ver. upon the 
Law of God day and night, that we may obſerve ta do according to all that 
1 rie therein, 1f we would have our ways proſperous and live with 75 | 
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rection of our mortal 
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diligently to our Children, talk of them when we ſet in our Houſes, when we 
walk by the way, when we he down, and when we riſe up. We muſt bind 
them as a ſign upon our hands, and let them be as frontlets between our 
Eyes. We muſt write them on the poſts of our Houſes, and on vur Gates, 


Deut. 6. Chap. 7. Ver. 8, 9, 


We muſt not then be too fond of making thoſe things the Objects 
of our Contemplation, which are foreign ro the main end and de- 
ſign of our coming into the World, and neglect ro think upon thoſe 


wiſe Laws which advance our Happineſs and eſtabliſh our Peace. 
 Wamuſt nor be ſo defirous of ſearching aad enquiring into the Secrets 
of Nature and Philoſophy, the Myſteries of Arr, or the hidden ſprings 


of Government, and be ignorant at the ſame time of rhe Motions of 
God's Holy Spirit, and be ſtrangers to his reveal'd will. This ſure 
would anſwer the Proverb, which I believe moſt of us know, and 


| would very much call our Judgemnts into queſtion. 


II. As the Holy Scriprures are the Word of God, they are to be 
read by us with the greareſt Care and Attention, and to be receiy'd 
with the deepeſt Humility. A goodly, frame and Temper of Mind 


is moſt diſpos'd, and beſt qualify'd for Divine Illuminations, and a 
: good and an honeſt heart (our Saviour has taught us) is the -propereſt 


oil for this immortal Seed. If we confider the Majefty of that In- 
finite Being who vouchſafes to ſpeak to us miſerable Duſt and Aſhes, 
we cannot but have an awe upon us, whenever we have an Op- 
portunity of hearing or reading his moſt Holy Word. Certainly if 
God ſpeaks to us, eſpecially in ſo kind and friendly a manner as he 
often does, it muſt be worth our while ro hearken unto him. If 
Chriſt has appointed Officers in his Church, and Stewards in his 


' Hovſhold and Family, we muſt ſer forward (as much as in us lyes) 


the great work of their Miniſtry, and regard the tmporrant Meſſage - 
upon which he has ſent them to us. If they think it not much to exhort 
and inſtruct us, if they are willing to be our Guides, and to ſnew us 
the ſafe way wherein we muſt go, then ſure we cannot be ſuch 
Enemies to our ſelves, as to turn their Words behind us, or refuſe to 
follow them with Meakneſs and Gratitude. 3 5 
If we conſider that the Divine Authority of the Scriptures is 


ſufficiently confirm'd by the Spirit of Propheſie, which locetold ſuch - 


things as are beyond the skill of Art or Nature to forſee, by the 
ee of Miracles which perform'd ſuch things as are above the 
ower of Art and Nature to do, as alſo by the Reſurrection of the 
great Preacher of the Goſpel Chriſt himſelf, after he had been buryed 
Three Days, ſure we cannot but Read them with abundance of. 
Attention and Care. 3 „ 
We muſt by no means paſs them over after a careleſs and negliglent 
Manner, or look upon them as an Amuſement only to divert ſome 
melancholly Hours which lye upon our Hands, ſuch a recception of 
them as this is wholly unſuirable ro the dignity and goodneſs of our 
great Benefactor who is the giver of them, and to the nature of thoſe 
Miſerable and unworthy Creatures to whom they are given. 
Matters of Faith indeed are obſcure, intricate and myſterious, and 
for wiſe ends and purpoſes, are far above our week Capacities to com- 
prehend, yet tho the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Reſur- 
5 | Bodies, Oc. are apt to ſtartle and confound us, 
: | 6 yer 
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e e 4; 8 if 
Fer as nothing that implys not a Contradiction is impeſſible with God, 
o ſhould we. believe it as eaſy a matter for him to raiſe us again at mg 
* as it was for him to create us and all things our of nothing at firſt, bear: 
1 he important Truths: which relate to the Holineſs of our Lives, and Seri 
and our Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, are moſtly, deliver d with great rg 
plaineſs and perſpicuity ; yer if we ſhould at any time meet with a 
any Difficulties or ſeeming Contradictions, ir will become us to ry 
earch the Scriptures with greater ſoberneſs and Intention of Min th 
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| W 
and to adviſe with our ſpiritual Paſtors and Teachers who are be WU 
able to inſtruct us inthe true meaning and Connection of ſuch Paſſages. wil 
Jer us therefore, x 


III. Reſolve to obey and believe all things conrain'd. in theſe Holy 775 
Scriptures. The Lord is our Law-giver and may as be is the for 
Sovereign Lord and Governour of the World, impoſe ur on his 40 
Creatures wharſoever he pleaſes. Yer rho' he is fo by right of — 
Creation, yet is he not Arbitrary or Tyrannical, or does he lay greater ö 
burthens — us than we are able to bear. He enjoins nothin G 
but what advances our true and real intereſt in both Worlds, an 
What eren we our ſelves in the calm of our Paſſions and in the ch 
abſence of | way eh rh readily acknowledge is fit for us ro do, © w 
Ir: will: herefure be much better for us never ro read God's Word at tr 
all, chan if when we have read it, we reject and deſpiſe thole things 1 
.which relate either to our Faith or to our Practice. We have nb ft 
reaſon to diſquiet our ſelves about thoſe of the former kind, or to rack * 
our brains about rhe ſolution of thoſe Myſteries which when un- v 
folded, will do us no manner of ſervice ; for he who finds enough in 
rhe Scriptures (as we any) to Carry him to Heaven, has ſufficientiy fi 
anſwer d the gteat end of his reading of them, \and is happy in ſo ; 
1q 
| 


3 1 
We muſt readily and chearfully therefore give our Aſſent to cheſe, 
and ſnould not ſo much enquire how things are, as ro ſatisfy our 
ſelves chat they are. We muſt in our Conformity ro the Will of God, 
in all things, teſtify ro the World chat we are proud of ſerving him 
and obeying all that he has commanded us ro do, in order to our 
Happineis. And that this may the better be Affected, we muſt be- 
e of being conceited of our own ſhallow Capacities, which when 
relied vill be apt to make us reckon our ſelves ſuperigur in 
if wiſdom and knowledge to the All-wite Deity, 2ad be a great 
l hinderance to us in our progreſs in Religien and Wers. | p 
Pride and Arrogance darken the Mind, miſlead our ſobereſt Judg- 
0 wents, and caſt a Cloud over our Underſtandings; they pervert the 
| Will aadrauſe'ir ro be Head-ſtrong and Refractory, they ſtifle tbe 
| Convictions of Reaſon and Conſcience, ſupplant the moft * - 
and Important Truths, and introduce Error and Falſhood in their ſtead. 
Humiliy or a modeſt miſtruſt of a Mats ſelf” will make him natural- 
. ducti e and pliable, will open his Eyes, and let him to ſee the won- 
deriui Things of God's Laws, and prepate his Mind for an eaſie and 
becom ing Reception of every thing therein contain d. God reſiſteth 
the Proud, but gives Grace unto the Humble. James 4. 6. We muſt not 
therefore be poſitive and dogmatical, or be weddèd to our own Opi- 
nions; but muſt abande n all Prejudice, and carry candid and diſen- 
gag d Spirits about us, and ſo ve ſhall ſecure the Senſe of che Scriptures 
and the Sale ation of our Souls. We muſt not, Right of Wrong, 


force 


1 
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| | (15 | 
force the Scripraresto conutenance ſome darling Notions and Practices 
od, of our own, or endeavour to make them bear a quite different Mean- 
ar ing from what God defign'd they ſhould. We muſt not (as ſome un- 
it. learaed Men did of whom St. Peter complain d in his time) wreſt che 
nd Seri prutes 0 our own Deſtruction, and deceive our ſelves by pervert- 
ar ing the letter of chem, but make uſe of them to the diſcountenancimg 
th all Grrexs, Factions, Herefies and Schiſms, and try all the Do- 
to Qriaes, of Men by this Tonchſtone, whecher they be of God. Other- 
d wiſe if we neglec or corrupt the Starures of God, if we (as is the 
MAES of many): Scoff ar, Ridicule, and Sport with them. God 
es. will juſtly, as a Puniſhment to us, give us over to believe a Lie, and 
wake us to love Darkneſs: rather than Light. | | 
ly  Fourtbly and Laſtly, Let us be extremely thankful ro Almighry God, 
1e for the * e Benefit of his moſt Holy Word. Let us not abule 
is 4 Gift ok ſuch an ineſtimable Worth and Value, which if we do, we 


pf all — wiſn that we *— — _ ic 0 2 ſhall wirr 
er rr and Repentance too late confeſs before Angels and Men, that 
5 | God's Mercies were tao; good for us. _y 5 

| _ O:my Brethren (believe me). we oughr all to be y ſenſible, 


e char God has graciouſſy vouchlafed ro us the Happineſs (a Happineſs 
0, Vs are all un Worthy off) of living in a Chriſtian and a Proteſtam Coun- 
it try, wherein the Light of Chriſts Goſpel, which is hid from many, 
8 ſnines upon us with a glorious Luftre, wherein, inſtead of thar Super- 
4 ſtirion and Enthuſiaſm which wh in other Kingdoms and Nations, 


we enjoy char Form of ſound. Words, and are bleſt wich that Faith 
* which was once deliver d to the Saints. f . 
2 | - We ought to be deeply ſenſible that our Religion is pure and unde- 
q filed, and ſuch as can ſtand the teſt of the moſt malicious Taquiſiror,. 
5 


one qur Church is Orthodox, Primitive, and Apoſtolical, that our 
lergy (tho they are by venomous Libels daily made the out- caſt of 
the People) are by the ſoundneſs of their Doctrine and rhe Integrity of 
ir Lives, the Salt of the Earth, and che Pillars of it. 
„I Lletus, I beſeechyou, that we may have a more perfect and laſtingSen 
1 | of the Happineſs of our preſent Circumſtanees look a little Abroad 
into the World, rake a ones, Proſpect of che dark Corners of 
. the Earth, and view the ſad Condition of thoſe poor and miſerable 
. Wretches who fir in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, who know 
I not God and his Truths, and are likely to periſh for want of that Spi- 
F: _ Nouriſnment which does abundantly Refreſh and Cheriſh our 
Pp 8 ; : | 
Let us earneſtly pray unto God for them, that he would enlighten 
heir Minds with 1 from above, that he would ſnedd che 
Benign Ipfluenceof- his Holy Spirit into their Hearts; turn them from 
Darkneſs umo Light, and from the Power of Saran unro God. And 
let us not only; Pray for them, or beſtow barely a few cold Wiſhes 
Chem | far ler us alſo (as far as we are able) help forward their 
_ . Converſion and Salvation, by ſending into Foreign Parts, wiſe and 
able Miniſters ro exhort and inſtruct them in the Knowledge of the 
Blefſed Jeſus, by tranſmitting to them Books of Piery and Devotion; 
and by ſending to chem the Ken Scriptures more eſpecially, Which 
when expounded to them, after ſuch a manner as is moſt agreeable ro 
heir vulgar Capacities, will be of mighty Uſe ro them. Let us in all 
things have a moſt Chriſtian and Friendly Regard to their future Hap- 
1 og dg : - , pineb,, 


/ 


— — —— 
_w _ * D aedtoe — 2 — — — 
. 


| <6 | 
ineſs, and add Daily, like the Boſom Friends of Chrift, to his Church 
uch as ſhall be ſaved. This is the moſt noble and excellent of all 
| Charities, which may in ſome ſort or other be perform'd by the mean- 
 -- "eft of us. This is the moſt effectual way to bring Immorality and 
|; _ Atheiſm under, Diſgrace and Reſtraint, ro make the Goſpel thrive and 
| flouriſh, and Religion prevail and proſper in the World. This is 
1 bringing the trueſt Honour and Glory unto God, making all the King- 
doms of this World to become the Kingdoms of Chriſt, and is reftify- 
b ing in the ſtricteſt Senſe that juſt Value and Efteem which we all 
Þ ought to have for 1 Scriptures, which is the great Duty J have 
been exbhorting you unto. : | | 
Ler us alſo look into that br ne and uncharitable Communi- 
b ty of Men, who like the Scribes and Phariſees of old (againſt whom 
i our bleſſed Saviour pronounces a Woe, Matth. 23. 13.) take away the 
Key of Knowledge, and ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt 
Men, who neither go in themſelves, nor ſuffer them that are entering, 
to go in, who logk up the Scriprures and the Service of God from the 
People in an unknown Tongue, A them incapable of knowing 
what is the good and acceptable Will of God, and of receiving any 
Benefit or Advantage from it. How cruel and barbarous is this abo- 
minable Practice? How deſtructive is it to the Souls of Men? How 
y contrary to all common Senſe, Reaſon, and Religion?? 
% | Thanks de to God this is not our Cale ; his Word dwells plentiful. 
q ly among us, and is Read or Preach'd ſome where or other, almoſt 
0 eviry Hour in the Day, in this Great and Ancient City. Our Excellent 
Church with- holds nothing from her Children that they ought to know 
or do in order te their everlaſting Happineſs ; but like an indulgent 
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Mother, embraces them with Tenderneſs and a zealous Concern, and 
has in all her Ordinances, which are moſt pure and agreeable to the 
Holy Scriprures, conſulted their future well being. We have the 
free Enjoyment and Exerciſe of our Religion, which has all rhe 
Charms imaginable in ir ro allure to irs chaſte Embraces all thoſe who 
are nor Carnal and Worldly, all that are nor Prejudic'd and Self-con- 
ceited, all that are Meek and Lowly in Spirit, all that are deſirous of 
bow g made meet, to be partakers of an Inheritance with the Saints in 
ight. | 
3 Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe ; yea, bleſſed are the 
People who have the Lord for their Gd. „„ 


| I fall conc'ude with an excellent Collect of ; our Church. | 


TD Leſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
Learning, grant that we may in ſuch wiſe bear them, Read, Mark, 
Learn, and inwardhy digeſt them, that by Patience and Comfort of thy © 
Holy Word, we may embrace and hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting 
Life, which thou haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Cbriſi. Amen. 
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